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The Annual Private Post-Secondary Educational Institution Report for AY2024 
The Private Post-Secondary Schools Division (PPSD) protects students and consumers through the oversight and regulation of New Mexico’s Private Post-Secondary Educational Institutions Act. The New Mexico Private Post-Secondary Educational Institution Act requires that State authorized institutions submit an Annual Report as part of the ongoing compliance program. 
State Authorized and Exempted Institutions
In 2024 there were 111 private post-secondary state authorized institutions in New Mexico. Of the 111 state authorized institutions, 104 were required to submit an annual report to PPSD. The division was able to draw some conclusions about the private post-secondary educational institution sector. The information contained herein is based on self-reported data from reporting institutions; the information has not been independently verified by the division or an independent third party. The division has seen an 118% increase in the number of state authorized distance education institutions over the last seven years. State authorizations of private regionally accredited institutions competing with public post-secondary institutions have decreased in the last seven years by 46%. With the New Mexico opportunity and lottery scholarships available for almost all students enrolling in public institutions, the decline in private regionally accredited state authorized institutions might continue in future years.     

Institutional accreditation profiles
The following table shows the New Mexico state authorized private post-secondary institutions’ accreditation status by degree granting status. There were 35 (31%) State authorized non-accredited institutions that granted certificates or diplomas. The other 77 (69%) state authorized institutions were accredited institutions whose accreditors had been recognized by the United States Department of Education. 
	AY2024
	Only Degree Granting
	Degree and Certificate/ Diploma granting
	Only Certificate/ Diploma granting
	Total Institutions

	Accredited
	14
	53
	  9
	76

	Non-Accredited
	  0
	  0
	35
	35

	Total Institutions
	14
	53
	44
	111




Student Enrollment Counts 
Overall New Mexico student enrollment counts in private post-secondary educational institutions was 10,685 in AY2024. This was an increase of 6% or 587 in comparison to AY2023. The overall increase in student enrollment in private institutions in New Mexico in AY2024 reflected an enrollment increases at in-state institutions of 347 and an increase at out-of-state distance education institutions of 240. The percent of New Mexico students that were enrolled in distance education programs offered by non-NC-SARA approved out-of-State institutions grew to a six year high to 2548 students. The department expects this trend to continue due to the convenience of online learning and the fact that some degree programs are not offered at in-state private post-secondary educational institutions. 


Student Enrollment Counts by Program Level 
Of the 10,685 New Mexico students enrolled in state authorized private post-secondary institutions, the vast majority (52%) were enrolled in diploma and certificate programs. The types of diplomas and certificate programs offered by these institutions included programs such as cosmetology, vocational nursing, truck driving, computer training and flight training. In AY2024, 34% of all students in private post-secondary educational institutions were enrolled in Bachelor or higher degree programs.  

Student Enrollment Counts in four year and higher degree Programs
In AY2024, of all students enrolled in private out-of-state distance education institutions, 65.7% were pursuing a four-year or higher degree program, whereas 21.3% of all students enrolled at in-state private institutions were pursuing a four-year or higher degree program. During the last five years, there is a downward trend of students pursuing 4-year or higher degree programs either through means of distance education or by attending a private institution with physical presence in New Mexico. The lottery and opportunity scholarships provide tuition-free enrollment to public in-state colleges and universities, which might explain the decrease in the percentage of students enrolling in 4-year or higher degree programs at private institutions.  


7-year average student Enrollment Counts 
The seven-year enrollment average shows that half of all students enrolled at authorized in-state private post-secondary educational institutions are pursuing diploma or certificate programs, whereas the seven-year enrollment average for students enrolled at authorized out-of-state private distance education institutions pursuing bachelor’s degrees is 45.6%, by far the highest percentage of all program levels.    

Ethnic Composition of Student Body
The graph below depicts the average ethnic composition of the New Mexico private post-secondary student body over a seven-year period. The percentages follow roughly statewide percentages of New Mexico residents, with Hispanic and Caucasian students making up 72% of all enrollment counts.    



3-year average enrollment percentages of Program Type by Student Ethnicity
 
Slicing the enrollment percentages by program types and ethnicities, we can depict some interesting information. Most Caucasians, African Americans and Asians are pursuing 4-year or higher degree programs whereas most Hispanics, Native Americans and Native Hawaiians are pursuing 2-year degree programs or certificate/diploma programs. For example, about 67% of Asians are pursuing Bachelor or higher degree programs and about 86% of Native Americans are pursuing Associate degree programs or Certificate/Diploma programs. 













Schools that obtained first-time State authorization in New Mexico in AY2024
The Division issued first-time State authorization certificates to the following listed institutions. A comprehensive list of all current State authorized institutions is available on the Departments website at: 
https://hed.state.nm.us/resources-for-schools/private-post-secondary-schools/private-post-secondary-school-directory
Institutions with physical presence in New Mexico 
· New Mexico Pipe Trades Joint Apprenticeship Trust Fund
· Mountain View Vocational Institute
· New Mexico Dental Academy
· Grand Canyon University
Out-of-state distance education institutions
· Southwestern Law School
· Alliant International University
· Point Loma Nazarene University
· University of California San Diego
· Unitek College Utah
· San Joaquin Valley College 
· Arizona Christian University


Schools that are no longer New Mexico state authorized in AY2024
One of several reasons might apply to schools that are no longer New Mexico state authorized. Such schools might have closed operations, postponed educational activities or no longer desired New Mexico state authorization in the case of out-of-State distance education institutions. Also, if an out-of-State distance education institution obtains NC-SARA membership status, New Mexico state authorization will become irrelevant. Below is a list of private post-secondary schools that were New Mexico state authorized but have since lost state authorization during AY2024: 
· New Mexico Institute of Dental Assisting (closed)
· Capstone Construction School (postponed educational activities)
· Los Angeles Pacific University (no longer holds NM State authorization)
· Miami International University of Art & Design (no longer holds NM State authorization)
· The University of Arizona Global Campus (new NC-SARA member)
A comprehensive list of all previously closed schools with information about the custodian of records can be found on the New Mexico Higher Education Department’s website: 
https://hed.state.nm.us/uploads/documents/NMHED_List_of_Closed_Schools_6-2021.pdf 

Distance Education versus on-Campus in-State Education enrollment counts 

In-State Institutions (NM Campus)	
AY2018	AY2019	AY2020	AY2021	AY2022	AY2023	AY 2024	8877	8039	6930	8076	9838	7790	8137	Distance Education (out-of-State institutions)	
AY2018	AY2019	AY2020	AY2021	AY2022	AY2023	AY 2024	2180	1670	1779	1922	2251	2308	2548	
Enrollment Counts




AY2024 NM Student Enrollment by Program Level 

[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE] 
[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE] 

Master	Doctorate	Associate	Bachelor	Diploma and Certificate	1111	277	1118	1530	4344	
Percent of students enrolled in a 4-year or higher degree program

Distance Education (out-of-State Institutions)	
AY2018	AY2019	AY2020	AY2021	AY2022	AY2023	AY2024	78.2	83.5	80.3	75.8	70.8	76.5	65.7	In-State Institutions (NM Campus)	
AY2018	AY2019	AY2020	AY2021	AY2022	AY2023	AY2024	40.200000000000003	41.7	48.2	42.2	33.9	32.1	21.3	
Percent of enrolled students 




7-year average enrollment percentages 

7-year average enrollment percentages in-State Institutions	
Diploma and Certificate	Associate	Bachelor	Master	Doctorate	50.2	12.8	19.342857142857138	12.27142857142857	5.4142857142857137	7-year average enrollment percentages in out-of-State Distance Education Institutions	
Diploma and Certificate	Associate	Bachelor	Master	Doctorate	10.142857142857142	12.285714285714286	45.642857142857146	23.928571428571427	8.0285714285714285	



7-year average percentage enrollment by ethnicity

Hispanic	

39.1	Caucasian, non-Hispanic	

33	American Indian or Alaska Native	

8.4	Unknown	

6.2	African American	

5.9	Two or more races	

4.0999999999999996	Asian	

2.9	Hawaiian or Pacific Islander	

0.4	


3-year Enrollment percentage averages of Program Type by Ethnicity

PhD	
Caucasian	Hispanic	African American	Native American	Native Hawaiian	Asian	2 or more races	unknown	5.6	2.1	6.5	2.2000000000000002	3.3	17.3	4.8	18.100000000000001	Master	
Caucasian	Hispanic	African American	Native American	Native Hawaiian	Asian	2 or more races	unknown	25.7	9.9	21.6	3.3	13.4	29.2	8.6999999999999993	17	Bachelor	
Caucasian	Hispanic	African American	Native American	Native Hawaiian	Asian	2 or more races	unknown	28.6	18.5	28.6	8.3000000000000007	31.1	19.8	23.7	16.8	Associate	
Caucasian	Hispanic	African American	Native American	Native Hawaiian	Asian	2 or more races	unknown	9.6	13.1	8.4	17.399999999999999	8.9	11.6	17	5.2	Cert/Dip	
Caucasian	Hispanic	African American	Native American	Native Hawaiian	Asian	2 or more races	unknown	30.6	56.4	34.9	68.8	43.3	22.1	45.7	42.8	



Number of State Authorized Institutions over 7 years 

AY2018	
Non-regionally Accredited Institutions (nationally or programatic or not accredited) with physical presence in NM	Distance Education Institutions (none NC-SARA) without physical presence in NM	Regionally Accredited Institutions with physical presence in NM	Out-of-State Proprietary Institutions with recruiting agents in NM 	35	22	20	13	AY2019	
Non-regionally Accredited Institutions (nationally or programatic or not accredited) with physical presence in NM	Distance Education Institutions (none NC-SARA) without physical presence in NM	Regionally Accredited Institutions with physical presence in NM	Out-of-State Proprietary Institutions with recruiting agents in NM 	39	27	16	13	AY2020	
41	30	14	11	AY2021	
38	35	13	11	AY2022	
40	37	13	7	AY2023	
47	44	12	7	AY2024	
44	48	12	7	
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